www.ulinkcollege.com

H NVewsletter

Issue 1 | School Year 2019 - 2020

Welcome / F#Ei&
Academics / I T(E
Student Affairs / ZH4RES
CAS / HF#IES
Counseling / KBS

Paving the road today to build confidence for tomorrow that opens the journey of discovery.

WIS HZ A, UMSMEAZAE G, TR KRR RBLZ IR




[ =

Welcome back to school!

The first three weeks went by very quickly and
so much has happened. | hope that you will en-
joy the articles in this newspaper and | hope to
meet many new and old parents during the
coming year. We hope that you will find oppor-
tunities to get involved in the life of the school.
We are a learning community ...... students,
staff, and.... parents!

One of the things that we talk about a lot are
"transferable skills". These are the sorts of
things that students should take away with
them when they leave school and, hopefully,
they are useful to them at university and later
life. These are well expressed in our school's
Mission Statement.

"We challenge students .... to become.... inde-
pendent learners" is one such transferable skill.
Independent learning was a topic for grade level
assemblies during the second week of school.
We support the learning of our students, and
are, we hope, always focused on their individual
needs. However, we also need to prepare stu-
dents for life at university where there are few-
er supporting structures than students get at
school. Just like a mother bird we want our stu-
dents to learn to fly!

Students who are already successful as inde-
pendent learners will find the transition to be-
coming a university student much more
smooth. Here are five things that are important
characteristics of successful independent learn-
ers and a few things you might do at home to
support your child.

1. Independent learners always want to find out
more. They are curious about the world around
them and are not satisfied with just learning
"enough". As a parent, by discussing at home
what a student is studying you might help to in-
spire more interest!
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2. Independent learners are motivated by them-
selves, setting their own goals and objectives.
They strive to achieve the very best and this is
what pushes them on to do better and better.
As a parent, ask the student about their targets
in a subject, what they are finding difficult and
what they are finding easy!

3. Independent learners spend time reflecting
on what they need to improve on and what
they already know. They test and check them-
selves for knowledge and understanding fre-
quently. They therefore understand where they
need to make the most effort. Talk to your child
about how they study. Do they take time to
check their understanding? Do they reflect on
what they need to do?

4. Independent learners know what they need
to do and are responsible for their own pro-
gress. They don't have to be told or be threat-
ened with a detention for not doing the work!
As a parent we hope that you are checking on
W(CBS to see information about your child, their
behavior, and their progress - all good or some
concerns? Either way, have a chat with them
about it!

5. Independent learners think critically. They ex-
amine different points of view, different rea-
soned solutions, they attempt to connect their
learning, and look for evidence to support an
argument. Having discussions or reasoned argu-
ments at home about what students are study-
ing - or other things - can be an excellent way to
bond with your teenager and can help them to
develop a more critical eye with their approach
to learning.

| wish you all a very successful academic year!
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CAIE and Edexcel exam results

May/June session exam results were released in
Mid of August. Congratulations to all students who
achieved good results. Our students continually
performed well in those traditional subjects, such
as Maths, Physics, Chemistry and Economics. There
are also some big achievement in some newly
offered subjects, such as IGCSE Music, AS Litera-
ture in English, AL English language. This year, one
quarter of the G12 students achieved 3A(a) and
above and among them, 23 students are school
scholarship winners. However, there are also some
academic risk students. The school individual sup-
port coordinator will work closely with them to
better support their study. Some students will resit
the exam in Oct/Nov., so school will provide extra
support to them. Some revision lessons have al-
ready started. Students are encouraged to attend
the revision lessons.

CATA4 test

CAT4 test is cognitive ability test. Through the test,
teachers can better understand students’ verbal,
non-verbal, quantitative and spatial reasoning abil-
ity thus to plan and differentiate teaching in the
classroom. Also they can better support each indi-
vidual’s learning. G10 students have finished the
test and reports will be shared with students, pa-
tents and teachers next week. G9 students will sit
the test when they return to school.

Optional courses

G11 students have finalized their optional courses.
G9 students will have two weeks to change their
optional courses when they return from Australia.
All the optional courses are two year course, so
students need to study them for two years and sit
both internal and external exams of their choices.
Any questions regarding optional courses, students
should come to Academic office for help and ad-
vice.

Competitions

In September, there will be AMC (Australian Math-
ematics Competition) and Mind over matter
(general knowledge competition). Students who
have interests in these two areas are strongly rec-
ommended to participate in those competitions.
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Student Leadership Accreditation

This is the second year we will run the student
leadership accreditation for any students who are
interested in obtaining a recognized UK certificate
for their leadership skills. Last academic year, 8 stu-
dents successfully achieved this esteemed certifi-
cate. We hope more students will get involved this
year. If students are interested they should contact
Mark in the student Affairs Office. Below are the
names of the students who achieved their certifi-
cates last year.

Candidate Name | Level Awarded
Camilla Xue Gold
Leo Zhi Gold
Merigan Wen Silver
Kelly Wu Silver
Mathew Lin Silver
Humming Li Silver
Rico Li Bronze
Tammy Tan Bronze

Additional Learning Support Coordinator

| am Ms. Savetta Yaduv (Science Teacher), this is my
fourth year at U Link College. It is my pleasure to
be holding the role of Additional Learning Support
Coordinator this academic session. This is a new
position in our school. My role in this position is to
offer help to students who might need it. Students
will be helped by providing them with different
learning tools suitable for their learning styles from
grade 9 to grade 12. Everyone learns in distinct
ways and students various learning styles will be
recognized on the grounds of their CAT 4 outcomes
and the VAK (visual, auditory and kinesthetic)
online test. All students on the learning support
will have an Individual Education Plan, which will
be regularly monitored. | hope that IEP (Individual
Education Plan) learners will adapt well to their
specific learning styles and perform better academ-
ically.
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ASA of the new academic year

Our new academic year has been starting for near-
ly a month, and the ASA programme that runs for
providing opportunities to our student to fullfill
their study life in ULC, is now in progress as well.

There are several adjustment of the programme:

. Encourage as much foreign teachers/staff as
the supervisor to run the ASA to help for Eng-
lish speaking imrpovement, build up a proper
English speaking environment, etc.

o Provide a stage for student who like to sing
(ULink Choir), to act (Drama), to host
(toastmaster), etc.

o Extend the ASA time for sport based activities
(so that kids can enjoy their favourite without
time limitation)

. Develop more activities for kids to know the
world (robot building, literary film, etc.)
Thank you for all staff and student for provid-
ing their unique opinions to help for improv-
ing the programme, and make it better and
better.

Updates in Daily Schedule

To ensure homeroom supervisors have enough
time to meet students, the homeroom time each
morning has been extended to 8:05 to 8:27. During
homeroom time, both local and foreign supervisors
take attendance, review the school policies, help
students practice their speaking skills and ask stu-
dents to check email and student landing page and
plan for the day.

The evening self-study time has been adjusted to
19:00 to 21:00, same as NCPA and Ying Tung. Be-
sides, the lights out time for G9 students has been
changed to 22:30 to make sure they form the good
habit.

Considering the transport situation around school,
student school buses leave at 16:00, half an hour
earlier than before. Students need to pack in ad-
vance and board on time.
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STUDY ABROAD PROGRAMME

After completing the pre-trip training in July this
year, more than 140 G9 students flew to Queens-
land, Australia, on August 9-10 for the 6-week Aus-
tralian Study Abroad Program at ULC’s three over-
seas partner schools in Australia (John Paul Col-
lege, St. Stephen’s College and Moreton Bay Col-
lege).

The programs at the three schools are slightly

different, but they all cover the following:

1: Participate in independent, advanced English
courses with the main purpose of comprehensively
improving English ability.

2: Classes embedded with the local students are
taught together in humanities, arts, languages and
PE.

3: Stay in a western homestay, enjoy the warmth
of the family and try to integrate into western cul-
ture.

4: Receive Australia camping education, so as to
exercise the natural survival and personal skills.

5. Visit Queensland to experience the Australia
customs and social features in Australia.

During their stay in Australia, G9 students kept on
trying things bravely and displayed their improve-
ment and changes. The Australian Program contin-
ues, we hope that they will keep working hard and
make a smooth transition to the IGCSE course
when they are back to ULC campus.

Please scan the QR code below for more in-
formation about the program.

MR

EERSETRAEMTEIEIIIGE, 889-10
H, 140RBAGIFELFFAEFIMEE, ERX
FTEEZMN, FRULCEEMNN=FTE/HE
EERR (ABHRBFPr. ZETESTZFR. B
BEE) |, B AEICERYEIMRE.
=FrERIMBIREHEEAR, EEEE TR
HE:
-SMUEERA RN AT EBRAYIHRL
HN N EERE

-EIRA S ENR—E LR, RESEA
X. ZAR. BESHESE

-NEABARRE, EXRERRE, F=F
NG YsB 4

-EZENTFEHE, URGBEREFMNTA
REE

SR ET=M, AR EABRASX
£

ERMNERE, GIFRFENLEARE, BEE
=R THEZSEYW, SLEHATHEZIENT
t. BRIBINRIERIERFERTT, FEFEA]
B@exsEF, IRREEEIRFITIERIRAIGCSER
=

WILELA T 4R, TRESRMFESS

CNo




Student Affairs / 24 ES

Lately Activities in Volunteer Association

Volunteer Association had provided a large
amount of volunteer activity information to stu-
dents during the summer vacation. Our WeChat
platform will continue to update the Sharing expe-
rience of volunteer activities during summer vaca-
tion.

Since the beginning of this school year, Volunteer
Association has provided the volunteer opportuni-
ties for our students inside and outside campus.
The volunteers inside campus include: library vol-
unteers, laboratory volunteers, piano volunteers,
and public board volunteers. Off-campus volun-
teers include: volunteers of “warm readers” , vol-
unteer of hospital guidance ,etc.More and more
opportunities and types of off-campus volunteers
are increasing. Parents and students are welcomed
to provide the off-campus volunteer resources to
us.

In addition, we are also organizing the volunteer
information during Christmas and winter vaca-
tion.We will share to all later. Parents and students
can plan for holiday in advance.

From the end of September to the middle of Octo-
ber, it is the stage for us to recruit new member.
Welcome all students register for the interview
and join us.

Momhly Newsletter
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College Application

The new term has started! The exciting news
for our class of 2019 is that most of them have
been finally confirmed the places from Univer-
sities. Congratulations to Gary Guan and Jess
He who received unconditional offers from Ox-

ford this year! Colleges and majors are as be-
low:

e Gary Guan, Maths and Philosophy at Corpus
Christi College, Oxford

* Jess He, Chemistry at Somerville College, Ox-
ford

Apart from those two, congratulations are in
order to Mabel Guo, Grace Peng, who have
been finally confirmed the place by London
School of Economics and political Science.
Most notably, according to our database by
now, nearly 60% graduates will go to study in
the UK. Full details of our class of 2019’s final
destinations will be listed on our website.

College Planning

Since the A level results has been released on
13th August, Our new G12s are now entering
the college application cycle. Result Analysis
and college application information session had
been held to all G12 students and parents, to
help them to evaluate and reflect on their CIE
results, to provide the general guidance about
the college application timeline. We have also
set the internal deadline for submitting the
UCAS application, 11 October for Oxbridge stu-
dents, 15 November for the regular application.
Although which is a bit earlier than the final
UCAS deadline, but we strongly advise students
to submit their applications earlier, due to in-
creasing number on UK applications this year.

College visit

University College London, King’s College Lon-
don, University of Bath, University of Notting-
ham, Monash University, The College of
Wooster, will visit our school in next few weeks.
It will be a great chance for our students to cre-
ate the direct contact with the admission team
from those universities. Parents are also wel-
come to join, sign-up link will be shared via
Homeroom supervisors.
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Dear Parents,
As we are in the beginning of the 2019-20 Aca-
demic Year, we want to pause to say THANK

YOU ... To Parents ... for entrusting us with the
care of your children. Working in the field of
education brings substantial responsibility, but
also the most wonderful rewards. To provide
counseling on a daily basis and work with your
children is a privilege and to see them develop
and grow is inspiring. Also, THANK YOU to our
Teachers ... for their tireless commitment to the
welfare of our children, for their energy, crea-
tivity, resilience, grace and sense of humor.
And of course, THANK YOU to our ULINK Stu-
dents ... for their vitality, curiosity, endless
questions, kindness, helpfulness, and respect.
Together, we are the Learning Community. On
behalf of our Counseling Department, we wish
you all a Happy New Academic Year... Let’s
work and grow together.

By Dan Falcon & Hilda Fan

Email /l45: dan.falcon@ulinkcollege.com ( Dan Falcon )
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